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June 2, 2020  
 
Dear Parents, Guardians, and Caregivers… 
 

I write to you with a heavy heart and in recognition of the immense pain our students and families are 
experiencing as they watch the news each night. When I watched the video of the brutal killing of George 
Floyd, I watched with anguish, heartbreak, anger, and sadness; but not with disbelief. We have witnessed 
brutality against people of color too many times for us to watch in disbelief, but rather with profound sorrow 
over the familiarity and frequency of such injustice. And when I watched peaceful protestors beaten, dragged 
and immersed in clouds of gas, as well as the home and business owners whose property and livelihoods 
have been destroyed by looting and fires, I became overwhelmed with a feeling of helplessness and struggled 
to feel hopeful for the future, but I know we must not abandon hope.   
 
Last fall, at the invitation of the Greater Hartford Interfaith Action Alliance, I stood on a stage at Central 
Connecticut State University with other Hartford area educational leaders to take a public oath to launch a 
variety of anti-racism initiatives. Subsequent to the oath, meetings were held and initiatives were planned to 
continue our equity work. The onset of COVID-19, the pivot to distance learning, and the executive orders to 
stay apart, recently shifted our focus to the immediate demands associated with the pandemic and school 
closures. We may still be apart, but we must find ways to come together to revitalize our commitment to equity 
and justice.   
 
South Windsor Public Schools must be a place where children and families feel safe, physically and 
emotionally. Our schools must also be a safe haven for those committed to social justice and the advancement 
of civil rights for all historically marginalized groups in our society. We must re-affirm our commitment to foster 
within our students the critical thinking skills and the social consciousness required to bring about change. It 
is particularly difficult to do this when we are not together in our school settings and the distance between our 
students and trusted adults at school only exacerbates the challenges we face. We will come together as a 
school community once again and this work will continue.  
 
I know many parents struggle with speaking to their children in an age-appropriate manner regarding the 
painful and complex issues with which they are now confronted on the internet, television, in newspapers or 
through friends and family. As a result, I am providing a variety of resources that the State Department of 
Education issued today. I hope these resources are helpful, as the dialogue needed today must take place in 
homes and in schools if we are to partner in our efforts to bring about change. 
 

Sincerely,  

 
Kate Carter, Ed.D.  
Superintendent of Schools 
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Links Provided by the State of CT Commissioner of Education, Miquel A. Cardona, Ed.D. 
 

 Teaching Tolerance – Tolerance.org., Race & Ethnicity  

 “Avoiding Racial Equity Detours” – Paul Gorski, EdChange  

 “The Critical Work of Racial Identity Development” – Dr. Daren Graves presentation to CSDE State 

Education Resource Center’s (SERC) “Equity in Education: A Transformational Approach to 

Teaching and Learning”  

 The National Center for School Crisis and Bereavement developed a guide – Talking to Kids about 

Tragedies (Such as Shootings and Terror Attacks) in the News – which helps explain for parents 

and guardians the importance of discussing the event with children and helps inform parents of 

common questions children ask in the aftermath of tragic events.   

 Compilation of Racial Identity Models – Racial Equity Tools  

 “A look at Implicit Bias and Microaggressions”  - Todd Finley, Edutopia  

 Association of Middle Level Instruction and Microaggressions in the Classroom – Rick Wormeli, 

AMLE  

 “How White Parents Can Use Media to Raise Anti-Racist Kids” – Sierra Filucci, Common Sense 

Media 

 The National Education Association (NEA) has several online resources for teachers, students and 

parents to help engage in a dialogue about racism, hate and violence which can be accessed and 

found on NEA’s website here.  

 Resources for Addressing Trauma, Violence, and Grief is a compendium produced by CSDE staff.  

Please consult this guide for links to additional resources.  

 

https://www.tolerance.org/topics/race-ethnicity
http://www.edchange.org/publications/Avoiding-Racial-Equity-Detours-Gorski.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Discipline/Critical_Work_of_Racial_Identity_Development_Presentation.pdf
https://ctserc.org/documents/misc/equity-2017-09-20-teaching-and-learning.pdf
https://ctserc.org/documents/misc/equity-2017-09-20-teaching-and-learning.pdf
https://www.schoolcrisiscenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/guidelines-talking-about-tragedies.pdf
https://www.schoolcrisiscenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/guidelines-talking-about-tragedies.pdf
https://www.racialequitytools.org/resourcefiles/Compilation_of_Racial_Identity_Models_7_15_11.pdf
https://www.edutopia.org/article/look-implicit-bias-and-microaggressions
http://www.amle.org/BrowsebyTopic/WhatsNew/WNDet.aspx?ArtMID=888&ArticleID=1081
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/how-white-parents-can-use-media-to-raise-anti-racist-kids
http://www.nea.org/home/16364.htm
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Digest/Digest-items/Resources-for-Addressing-Trauma-Violence-and-Grief

